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Tape Recording:

Yelena Crossiton s path
to Greaenville starfed in
thie formar 5oviat LUinlon
and feofuned sfops

in taly, Rhode Isiandg,
Boston, and Toranto
Site Aow designs andg
creates garments at her
made-fo-order boutigue
Yalana Exclusive Ataliar
in e Viloge af Wast
Eragnville

of West Greenville, in a storefront space that she
leases From one of the remaining local textile
manufacturers, Crosstan has spent her entire
WOrKing life creating unigue clothing, The arelier
has the vibe of a turn-ofthe centery Victorian
patrlour—an antigue standing mirmor, 4 vintage
1914 cabiner that holds fabric swatches, and an
overstulfed couch for taking a cup of wea

Growing up in Tambov, a provingcial wown Ave
hours south of Moscow, Crosston alwavs had “a
passicn for creating fashion,” Her childhood is
flled wiath memones of a big, happy, close-knit
Family in the small town that she recalls, “was ven
similar o Greenyville, We had ballet, culwre, and
museums in addition o the traditional milicary
bases and factories,” Her grandmaother, an excellent
seamstress, provided a deep education in fabrics,
sewing, and patterns, and she remembers, “infused
evervthing she taught me with love.” Required
o wear o somber school uniform of dark brown

and navy blue, Crosston remembers tweaking the
white lace cuffs i her first attempts at defining her
- - peersonal sovle
» s N F Ballroom dancing provided the impetus for
D CS lg I-l lllg OI-Ilan a foray into costume-making, Both she and her
alder sisier Were Serons cempeitons, wearing

\Tfelenﬂ CrGEE-I-Dn brings an IﬂTEFﬂGTIDﬂGl extravagint costumes embellished with beading,

appligues, and seguins they sent foor From Moscow

ﬂ{:”r T{:] her cu EtDm ClDTh |ng I:IEEIQ Nns While attending college in Tamboy, Crosston

Aby Ruta Fex A photography by Ef & Fulie arren stuched sew K, I“'r_l'“"l no idea it would become
her career. In fact, sitting at the old-Tashioned, foor-
peaclaled Singer sewing machine in class, under

the auspices of a miserable teacher, she bruake

down and cred, yvowing, “T'll never do that agaim.”

ife holds many surprises. The little girl walking w school However, after sticking it out, she graduated with a
in the former Soviet Union wearing a drab uniform sewing degree, specializing in patternmaking
on a snowy day in 19585 is light years away from the Designing frst for a boutique associated with
sophisticated dress designer who is now happily working in her former college, she went on to apen her
her sunshine-flooded atelier in Greenville. awn shop, creating women's wear for the wwn's
Yelena Crosston, owner of Yelena Exclusive Atelier, is the wealthiest citizens, as well as making costumes
city's own version of a French couturier—somecne who makes for touring showgirls who took her designs all

original garments-to-order for private clients. Nestled in the Village over Europe. (continued on page 06)
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In one of many strokes of luck, she reconnected with
a man whom she met at college, and who eventually
wiould become her husband., He was the first Amoencan
1o visit Tambov through a student exchange program
from his college in Vermont. They marmied, moved o the
Unibed States, and in a whirlwiand of actvary, she found
herseelf pregnant, unable to -h[\w;_'_uk English, and living in
Pre |‘.'i;_|;_‘|'|.._lq_‘, ]{I"u |-;_:||._' |*-\.§,|.."-:_1, ||"|_'I‘. IMOVINE [ %) H-. wionn, Inm
|§|.|'-.r-.|l'.. H.'f'{' |..l|.||‘-; a K L a i'l.':-;|.|i "'\.:r'..ll'h :_|-.|I-‘I_'.*. aireranons
SIMACLE 1 }':1:_'_::551 Wils !-e;'f,lﬂq |,| L i ||||.I,|.:_:I'| il Wais Li',l:rr,' |
step down from being a designer. But, sure enough, in an
W Abowt Fre Hollvwood movie moment, a2 wedding dress
for a client was unobtainable at the last minute, so they
,|w.|.;|_'|_| Lriassloonm T '-dl_'ir Imn .Ii'll.l |1I,:|-.'r_' e enbire oW [y
meet the impending deadline

After relocating to Toronto, Yelena opened another
boutique. Then in 2003, her husband was offered a
professorship at Clemson University., “My expectations for
Opening a whi P n Coremeemvia e wreeren 'l SO 'r|:lr.'_h_ Pcause
people were not used to having garments made to order
here. They did not have much experience with confire
But my first vear ended up being very successful

Her design influences include fashion superstars
Civenchy, Gianni Versace, and Oscar de la Renta. Living
legend, designer Carolina Herrera is also 2 much-admired
favorite, She says, T was lucky to have spent a lot of time
in Ttaly, 35 my sister lived thene for nine yvears, 1 am so
inspircd by the fabrics, the shops, and the resources lor
lashion there. Fabrics have a certain guality; they wll you
how [0 work with them, and they have a personality unto
themselves

As lor working with clients, Crosston savs, “When a
person comes o me, 1 have w understand what their needs

are, Comlort? Classic evening beautyv? A chic business suit?

1 say 1 can create evervthing from shy elegance
to extravagantly sexy. 1 have done a few fashion
shows at the Poinsett Club for charity, which
really et me showeasse my work, Each one ol
my designs is unigue, and T cut all my custom
patterns by hand. From concept to httings to
finish, mv name is on the dress, so it has w
be perfect. | take a lot of pride in my work,
including all the details, inside and ot

Crosston is now single, and 2 ;'l'-.l.ld L5
citizen with a 10-vear-old daughter, who
ironically =is a tombov and not so much into
clothes. But for school dances, she is happy that
| can design her a one-ol-a-kind dress.” As (or
uure plans, she is optimistic about growing the
business. “I would love o create an elegant but
versatile line of dav-to-night dresses, skins, and
tops—high-quality garments designed and made

in Greenville

Yelena Exciusive Atelfer

F2-H Loz Avenne, Gereenvilfe

{8041 S00-101 1, yelenaexclusive.com
Mon-Fri, 10:30am-5pm, or by appointment
Prices range from 5500 fo 53,0060, and wup
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